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The archacological site of Golemo Gradikte at the village of Konjuh, Kratovo, has been known
in archaeological circles already since the 1940s, when for the first time Nikola Vuli¢ presented
fragmentary inscriptions from the site.? Svetozar Radoj&i¢ visited the site in {938 and published
his report in 1952.% Briefly, the site is a fortified, Late Antique, urban settlement, with an acropolis
consisting of a long ridge, rising ca. 100 m above the Kriva river, and of terraces to notth and south
of the acropolis. According to bvan Mikulgié, this city, whase overall size was ca. 17 hectares, was
the second administrative center in the province of Dardania after Scupi.® Its identification is still in
the realm of theorics, among which is that the city was Tranupara.’

In the fisst prescntation of the site, Radojéi€ brought to public attention the Rotunda church,
lacated ca, 200 m south of the city, This chureh and its sculpture were discussed in several articles,
which deseribed it as unigue in (he Balkan peninsula and as an architcctural curiosity in the
Roman world.® In addition (o the Rotunda, a sccond church, a three aisle basilica, was lacated
somewhere in the cenlral part of the norlhen (exrace. Despile mention of ifs existence by both

! wArchaeolopical [nvestipation at Kenjihs is an international project conducted under the auspices of Gettysburg College in
Gettysburg, Pamsylvaniy, USA, und the Muscum of Macedonia m Skopje, Republic of Mucedonia. The Co-Directors since 2007 are
Gotan Sanev and Carolyn S. Snively, Other staff membets included Mihail Stojaneski and Miroskay Dimovski; in 2007 Klizabeth
Huwksley, Randall Souza, Phyllis {zraham, and Schuyler Mull, Claire Cogar (2008), Katherine Haas (2008, 2009), Virginia Anderson-
Stejanovic (2009), Dejan Georgievaki (2009), Anysia Dumont (2009), Matt Nichol (2009, 2010), Chadotte Maxwell-Jones (2010}
Funding in recent seasons has been provided by Gettysburg Collegs through 2 series of Research and Protessional Development
granls, the Loah Classical Library Houndation, Dumbarton Oaks, the Ministy of Culiure of R, Macedonia, and an anonymous donor.

? Vulié N, 1941-48, 96-97,

I Radojéié 8., 1952,

* Mikuldic 1., 1975,

 Lilgi¢ V., 1954,

1n addition fo Radajfic 8., 1952, see also Nikolajevié-Stjkovit |, 1957, 49-50, Y1; Petrov K., 1957-38; Petrov K., 1970;
iloddinoll R. F., [963, 220-226; Vincic 7., 1988; Lildic V., 2002, 569-589; DiFidrova Lj., 2007, snd Aleksovski I, 2007,
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Radojéi¢ and Mikuldié, no traces of the church were visible on the surface, a situation which led to
the assumption that building material from the basilica had been removed by local villagers.” The
hope of discovering the basilica was one of the motives for continuation of the long-term project
gponsored by the National Museum of Macedonia and Gettysburg College.®

Investigation of the acropolis (2000-2004) provided information about its history and organization.
The construction of the fortress on a naturally fortified pomtmﬂ can be dated to the second quarter
ol the 6" century.®

The hypothes:s that an oldel Roman settlement had been Incated on the northern terrace (Sector
ID), perhaps near the river, was not confirmed by Trench 2 dug near the northern edge of the terrace
in 2003." Excavation ta bedrack in Trench 15 further south snggested that the Late Antique city had
been established dircetly above levels of Neolithie habitation, We assume that the Roman town, to
whose exislence lestily Early Roman burials cxcavated during the 1995 salvage excavations!! and
several inscriptions, ! was located in the vicinity.

Scanty remains of structures above the main Latc Antique building phascs and streets and with
different orientations, together with several graves, suggest that in the late 6™ century the northern
terrace was gradually deserled by its residenis, probably aller some disaster, They fled to the
acropolis for safety, abandoning the terrace to sporadic habilalion, grazing, and burials.

The first two years of systematic excavation on the lerrace, in 2003 and 2006, were focused on
the central part of the lower town, Sector II, where Mikul&i¢’s plan showed a three aisle basilica,
Toward the south, nearer to the foot of the acropolis, part of a block of small residences was
investigated, while down the slope to the north streets and rooms of a large building came to light."
Excavation in the northern complex centinued through 2010, but in the southern one only through
the 2008 season. Tn 2007 work began in Sekior IIA, near the eastern edge of the terrace, where on an
acrial photograph from ca. 1970, the contours of an apsidal building were visible; some members of
the staff hypothesized that the basilica might be located there. In all these areas, remains-of probably
residential structures were found, with floors of beaten earth or occasionally stone slabs and walls
of slonc bonded with mud mortar. The etusive basilica was, in fact, discovered in 2008, centrally
positioned in the lower town.

The investigalions provided significant information about the chionology of the site, the phases
of building and rebuilding, and the layout of the city, which does not follow the principles of
Reman urban planning. For the betler understanding of the urban arrangement of the lower town,
geophysical investigation of 7200 m* was carricd out in 2008. Despite the difficulties caused by
irregularities in the terrain, the resulls showed a complex organization of streets and buildings in
the northern part of the terrace; they also suggesied (hal a major street ran from the hypothetical east
gate to a northwestern gate whose traces are visible on the surlace.

T This kypothesis was strengthened by the fact that.columns and other architectural blocks had been used in the construe-
tion of houses and ather buildings near the sitc as well as by conversations with older villagers who had participated in the re-
moval of maleriad fom lhe site belore 1970, '

¥ Following the pilot project in 1998, the initial apreement covering the 2000-2004 scasons was cxtended as excavalion be-
gan on the nosthern terrace; a new, threc-vear agreement signed in 2007 was (ollowed in 2010 by a five-year one.

* Snively C., 2006; Snively C., 2008,

e Snively C., 2010, 376,

" lvanovski M., 1996, ;

©? Dragujevic-Josiloysla B., 1983, 177-180.

3 Snively ., 2010.

¥ Mostly the pits and hcaps of stones and carth resulling [rom illegal excavations at the site.

Y Geuphysiced sirvey was underiaken by members of the NGO Cultrval Hevitage mid Avehaeological Resource Management
{CHARM), on 31 May and 26 Jrdv 2008, by Andriana Dragovic and Nild Korubin, assisted by Goran Tinloshi, and in consul-
{atfon with Reirben Thorpe.
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L. Plan of the northern residence. North is at the top of the plan.

The Northern Residence

Already in 2005, Wall 3 in this arca stood ouf, far its notably higher quality of construction, of worked
stone divided by (wo leveling courses of lile, bonded in part with lime mortar. Ca. 0.60 m wide, its
greatest preserved height was at the svutheast corner of the residenee, from which it ran 16.5 m to the
north, forming the wesl edge ol a street. Three walls exiended from the west face of Wall 3; Wall 10, with
which it formed the southeast corner ol the building, and Walls 4 and 12, which divided rooms, (Fig 1)

In 2007 Trench 27 was placed 10 m west of Trench 13 (2006) in order o investigale the
continuation of the building to the west and to investigale the exlont and function ol largest structure

349



G. Sanev, C. Snively, M. Stojanoski, Excavations on the Northern Terrace at Golemo Gradiste. .

2. Grave of u child, 3. The northern residence, from south, showing
in levels above residence, several smashed ceramic vessels (2010).

known in Sector II. Above the expeeled walls of the residence, appeared two more recent levels,
with poorly built walls of which only one course was preserved. In the first level, many small
fragments of stone, mortar, and tile suggested a destruction, above a floor level of heaten earth,
Floor |. Smalil sherds of Iecally produced poltery date (he deposit to the 6™ century and associate
it with the final phase of babitation on the terrace. Tn the northern part of the trench was found a
rectangular tile with an inscribed cross on one side. Conlinued cxcavation in this arca indicated that
the tile had been in the immediate vicinity of 4 grave construction (Graye 4), a rectangular cist of
stone slabs and tiles, of small dimensions, in which was found the skeleton ol'a child. The prave was
ariented east-west; the deceased lay with head at the west. The skeleton was that ol a malc child,
4-6 years old. (Fig. 2) Tt is impossible to say with certainty whether the tile with cross scrved as the
cover slab or marker for the burial. There were no grave goods.

Ca. (.20 m helow the previous level, a second floor level appeared, on which, in the wes{ part
of the trench, stood a row of irregularly arranged stones, which resembled a wall and were orienled
sauthwest-northeast.'® “Wall 47 was preserved only ca. 0.10 m high. The fioor toward the north
rested on a soft, loose earth, while in the south it covered fill with small stones. Wall 5 appeared
in the middle of the trench, parallel with Wall 4; ca. 0.60 m wide, it showed significantly better
construction, with stones in courses, and it continued below the level of Floor 2. Wall 5, running
sauthwesi-northeast, was traced across the whole trench, and belongs to the residence. In the

16 T4 i3 inlercsting Lo nole that probably because of the configuration of the terrain, which draps steeply toward the north, in
the following extensions of the trench toward the narth, only one later phasc was obscrved above the residence.
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northeast quadrant of the trench, it intersected at an acute angle with Wall 6, which continued to
the southeast. Before the end of the 2007 season, Wall 7 came to light in the southeast corner of the
trench; of high quality construction, it was similar to and parallel with Wall 5. -

The discovery of these three walls directed the future investigation of the building. Thus, in 2008,
Trench 27 was extended to the south and east, and provided useful results. In the south extension was
uncovered the end of Wall 5 at the southwest, where 1t formed a corner with Wall 9, thus defining the
size of the southwest room (Room 1) as well as the southwest corner of the residence. Wall 7 toward
the northeast ends as the jamb of the doorway (Door 1) into the neighboring room and continues to
the north as a new Wall B, parallel with Wall 5. The doorway has a standard width of .60 m. To the
height of the threshold, a deposit of broken pan and cover tiles filled the entire area of Room 1, having
collapsed into the interior of the roont. 'I'taces of a hard beaten earth above the deposit of tiles, and
cspeciaily the damage to Wall 7 and traces of burning in the northwest carner, provide evidence of a
catastrophe in which the building was destroyed. 'I'he deposit of debris was simply leveled, and the
rooms, indced the building, continued in use, with small interventions, e.g., partitions, for reasons
ol safcty, After the removal of the tiles, the floor was seen to consist of stone slabs, unfortunately
preserved only in the southwest half of the room. This discavery supports the view of the residence
as important and significant at the time of its construction. Taking into accouat its neatness to the
basilica, its position in the town, the quality of construction, and the size (still undcetermined fo north
and west), 1t is possible that the building once scrved as the episcopal residence.

During the 2009 season the cntire 11,5 m length of Wall 5 was revealed. It defined the west o,
more precisely, the southwest side of the building, which ended with a doorway (Door 2) at the
north side. The space belween Walls 5 and 7 was partilioned inlo three rooms, by two small walls,
4 and 6. Obviously these walls do not belong to the first phase of the residence but were added
later, as protection for Wall 5, which had been damaged, probably by an earthquake. Thus it follows
that Room | in the first phase was the southern end of a long hallway, from which one could enter
Room 2. East of the north end of Wall 8 a second entrance to the residence was found (Door 3),
which led to its eastern rooms (Rooms 2 and 3), whose investigation was achieved in 2010. The
immediate conclusion is that, except for the partitioning of the hailway to support Wall 5, the
structural interventions were carried out above the floor level, which was raised significantly, as
may be seen in the height of the thresholds in the two doorways in the northern part (Doors 2 and
3). Also in the hallway near the door the remains of the pavement, whose height is ca. 0.40 m below
the threshold, provides additional evidence. This is the level also of the second entrance. Two walls
were discovered below the floor levels in Rooms 2 and 3. Both were found immediately next to
thresholds, the first at the entrance to Room 1, the second to Room 3 at its northern entrance, Door
3. These walls probably belang to an older building, althongh they are preserved only to a height of
ga. 0.30 m and have no foundations. Their relation with the residence remains unknown.

A more detailed cxamination of the space in front, i.e., north, of the doorways showed that at
the height ol the thresholds, the Hloor level was covered with mortar, preserved in several places,
in fronl of Door 3, in [ront of Door 2 and west of it, where three square blocks were discovered,
probably used as bases [or columns, To this phase, cast of Door 3, belongs a new wall that continues
to the northeast. It has not been investigaled in its entircty, and the depth of its foundation has not
yet been determined. This new situation conlirms the identification as a large residential complex,
with an interior courtyard, as indicaled by the bascs of columns.

Among the small finds in this complex were a pithos covered by a round stone slab, dug into the floor
of Room 2, and fragments of four smaller pithoi in Room 3, of which three were found beside Walt & and
a fourth above slabs (hearth?) with much burmning, uncovered in front of the passage to Room 2. (Fig. 3)
It is interesting that these are the only finds connected with any of the phascs of the actual building. The
remaining finds, e.g., a great deal of pottery, pieces of window glass, and a fow metal objects, are without
context, discovered mostly in deposits under the floor levels, Some {ragiments of prchistorie, Eoeolithic
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pottery are an exception; they were found al the level of the foundation of Wall 10, in Room 2. Prehistoric
pottery and other finds were discovered also in the middle part of the hallway, divided by two pattition
walls; there also were found 2 floor level wilh (races of posts, and a shatlow channel in the middle, with
ash and animal bones, which we assume belong to prehistoric fimes.

Tnvestigation of the northern residence is continuing,

The Southern Residential Complex

" Excavation in 2005 and 2006 had revealed the northern end of an irrcgularly shaped city block
defined by streets on three sides, i.e., Street R running north-south aleng the cast side, Street 'I" at
the north, and Street § running along the west side, The complex is located on a terrace that slopes
down from south to notth, near the foot of the acropolis. A terrace wall marks (he north side of Strect
T and a steep drop to the next terrace on which the basilica complex stood. (Fig. 4) '

The four narthern rooms within the block were identified as a single residence, with an cntrance
directly into Room B from Street R; an entrance corridor provided access to Room A, also [rom
Strcet R. It is possible, however, that in the first of the two major phases Room A formed # separate
cntity, not connected with the other spaces.

In. 2006 an arca cxcavated south of Room 1) was interpreted as part of a second residence. From
a vestibule (Room (), one threshold block led into Reom F to the south, and a second threshold
provided aceess 1o Room E to the west. The relatively large number of finds, e.g,, pithoi, architectural
blocks, iron nails and clamps, and carved bone objects, indicated a well ﬁlmmhed house, which had
not been plundered belore or alicr its destruction.

The investigation of the residences in the city block bonnded by Streets R, S, and T continued
to the south in 2007 and 2008, with the cxpectation that the southern limit of the complex would
be found and perhaps also a lerrace wall, since (he ground level was rising steeply toward the foot
of the acropolis. Floor levels in rooms al the north end of the block appeared at ca. 351.7 and 352.1
masl, while the possible floor level in Room M lay at 354.73 and the pavement of the alley at the
south end of the investigated area at 355.40. Invesligation ol the complex was not completed; it
continues to the south and up the slope.

Trenches 29 and 3{ were located south of the areas excavaled in 2006, In Trench 29, just
under the modern surface, traces were again found of very poorly preserved buildings that post-
dated the destruction of the major phase of construction in this area. The south end of Wall 51 had
been rebuilt and functioned together with another wall, which rested on roof tile debris and which
was preserved only one or two courses high, and with a piece of apparent floor or surfuce. These
remains are insufficient to provide any idea of the structure to which they belonged.

By the cad of the 2007 season, it appeared that the second residence consisted, at least in its final
phasc, only of the one {arge Room E (partly investigated in 2006 and bounded on the south by Wall
71), the small Room F immediately to its east, in which a pithos was found deeply set into the floor
{Walls 16, 71, and 51), and the vestibule (Room () found in 2006 north of Room I,

Room T (o the south (bounded by Walls 31, 70, and 71, and occupying a large part of Trench 29)
in an earlior phasc may have communicated with Room F with the pithos. A blocked doorway in
Wall 51 indicalcs that Room J certainly communicated with the courtyard to the east in an earlier
phase. Room T was cxcavated to the floar level of beaten earth at elevation 352.70. A large pithos
was also found #a this room, in the northeast corner; its location indicates that it belongs to the last
phase of the room, after the closing of the door in Wall 51 and the possible doorway in Wall 71. How
one could enter the southern room in its final phase is not known at present.

Tn Trench 31, located northeast of Trench 29, Room H at the east was bounded by Walls 76, 75, and
80. Remains of a tile floor were found in the northwest corner of the room, which held the remains of
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4. Schematic
plan of the
southern
residential
complex,
showing the
roams and
groups of
rooms, with
aecess rom
the street,
courtyard, and
ramp within Lthe
block. Nosth is
SRS e, (MDY [T (SN s NI N, at the fop of the
L e e | plan,

three, small, smashed pithoi. A doorway in Walil 80 at the north side of the room cominunicated with
a stone-paved street. The street ran to the west and then turned to the south. From this strect it was
possible to enter Room H, the vestibule (Room (3) of the second residence discovered in 2006, and an
nnexcavated space to the south of Wall 76. In addition, three steps of a slaircasc arc prescryved against
the cast facc of Wall 51 and presumably led to an upper story. {Fig. 5)

The overall stratigraphy in these trenches was relalively straight{orward, In Trench 29, below the
traces of a late phasc, [allen roolliles appearcd over most of the trench. Beneath them was heavy stone
debris in dark carth, which in turo revealed yellowish carth mixed with stones. This deposit conlinued
down (o the floor in Reom § and down nearly (o the bollom of the pithos deeply sel into Room F.
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5. Southem residential complex, Trench 31, 2007, from south. The staircase beside Wall 51 and the paved
street; in foreground the dovrway inlo the courtyard, at Teft Room T at right Room 11,

In Trench 31 heavy stone debris in dark earth was found over most of the trench; it included a
piece of a column and a stone tub, along with 2 number of large worked blocks. Over the sireet, both
at the north and west sides of the trench, yellowish earth similar to that found in Trench 29 covered
the street pavement. In Room H, a black, ashy, deposit of carth with some stones and ool tiles
covered the floor {(elevation 352.60), which was of packed yellow carth oxeepl lor (he ragments of
tile in the northwest comer.

Trenches 34 and 306, dug in 2008, lay south of Trenches 29 and 31 respectively. A doorway in
Wall 76, at the south end of the paved street or alley, led into a courlyard, bounded by Walls 51, 76,
78, and 87. To the east of the courtyard lay Rooms K and L, the former (Walls 87, 88) once roughly
paved with stone and tile, the latter (Walls 78, 87, 88) showing a hollow from which a pithos had
been removed. 'The investipation of Room M (o lhe southeast was not completed because of the
limited space within the trench,

From the southwest corner of the courlyard, a second internal street or ramp ran up a slope to the
south; the level of the sirect rose 0.70 m in the 4 m long stretch excavated. A floor level was found
in Room N (Walls 70, 85), west of the street, at 353.79; after a destruction, however, in a final phase
the room was (led with a heavy stone packing to support Wall 85, whose upper parts had been
shifted to the west, possibly by earthquake. (Tig. 6)

The cxcavation of these four trenches changed our view of the southern residential complex.
{nsicad ol a vily block consisting of a few residences of three or four rooms, it included several
groups ol one or twe rooms, for housing or storage or workshops. The rooms were clustered around
angd were aceessible from a small courtyard and two narrow streets or alleys within the complex.
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6. Central area of Trenches 34 and 36, 2008, from northwest, The strest of ramp conitinuing up the hilf within the
block; Room N in lower lefi, parl of the courlyard and Rooms T. and M in hackground.

T'inds in these frenches included a number of architectural blocks, e.g., pieces of column, a broken
columan base, and a stone tub. Iron nails and knife blades were found, along with millstones, loom
weights, and the remains of several pithoi. The assemblage of small finds confirms our hypothesis
that these structures were residential, in a broad sense; they probably included small workshops,
facilities for grinding grain, and pantries for storage of foodstuffs,

Scetor HA (Figs. 7, 8, 9)

Az noted above, work bepan in 2007 in Scetoar HA, ca, S0 m cas{ of the main arca ol cxcavalion,
in hopes of finding the basilica, [n Trench 1, 5 x 10 m in size, the {irst discovery beneath the surface
layer was a threshold block, re-used as building malterial al the preserved (op of Wall 2. From the
soulhcast comer of the trench, this wall ran northwesl inlo the west scarp. Buill of carefully worked
stones and with (races ol meorlar, Wall 2 bonded with Wall 5 of similar construction; the latier wall
ran northeast [rom ils interseclion with Wall 2 inlo the east profile. These two walls formed the first,
Le., earliest, phase of consiruction in this area.

A second phase of construction and use is represented by Walls 1, 3, 4, and 4a. Wall 4 abuts the north
[ace of Wall 2 and runs northeast and, after being interrupted by a doorway, becomes Wall 4a. Wall 1
abuts the east face of 4a near its north end and runs west into the scarp. A somewhat amorphous Wall
3 abuts its south face near the scarp. These walls were less well built than those of the first phase and
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without mortar. Wall 1 appeared to have been pushed to the north by a large pithos located against its
south face. These walls form a room wilh an ¢nlrance on the cast side and a pithos at the north, Room 1.

‘T'he third and last phase consists of a small room within Reom 1. Only one course of stones is
preserved from its walls, one of which ran across the pithos. It appears that this room was constructed
to enclose the cist tomb, built of stone slabs, located within it.

Fxcavation continued in 2008 in Trenches 2 and 3, located immediately to the west of Trench 1,
i.c., in the west half of a 10 x 10 grid square. In Trench 2 Wall 2 continued to the northwest, although
its construction was observed to be of lower qualily than in Trench 1 and without mortar. With the
discovery in the southwest corner of Trench 2 of a short stretch of wall paralief to and ca. 3 m south
ol ' Wall 2, the space between the two walls was identified as  sircet running southeast-northwest.
A hard packed earthen surface covered an irregular pavement of stonc slabs. A deposit of fallen
rooltilcs was found above the surface. This is the widest and mosl imposing strect found on the
northern terrace and was certainly among the main streets of the lower town. Iis dircction suggests
thal it ran [rom the cast gate to a second gate located near the northwesl comer ol the city.

In Trench 3 almost onc entire rectangular room was uncovered, with parts ol other rooms to cast,
north, and west. In the southwest part of Room 1 (2007) two ficor levels were noled, unc of hard
packed earth and a sceond of stone slabs. :

The central room was located immediately north of the street, separated only by Wall 2; ils floor
tevel lay below the level of the strect surface. Perhaps two-storey buildings stood beside the streel,
and only the basement level is proscrved. Possibly only the lower part of the walls, i.¢., the socle,
was built of stone and another {ype ol building material was used for the upper walls; on the other
hand, no traces of mud brick or of burned wood were observed.,

The floor of the central room was of hard packed carth, Only the northern part of the entrance at the west
side of the central room was uncovered, along with the northetn door jamb, preserved 1.10 m high. Part of
a threshold block, perhaps in secondary use, was also lound. The fact that a pithos was found at the west

7. Sector ITA, plan of Trenches 1
J / (right), 2, and 3 (lefi}.

0m 5m
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8. Sector 11A, Trench § (2647),
from north. The two walls

of the first pliase are in the
background, the tomb of the
third phase in the foreground.

9. Sector A, Trenches 2 and 3,
from south. The street is in the
foveground, the contral voom in

the background.

scarp, literally in front of the entrance to the room, suggests that changes were made in a later phase, In the
northwest corner of the trench, a floor of beaten earth with small stones and fragments of tile appeared at a
higher level than that of the central room; it may correspond to a later phase in the central room.,

The small finds from Sektor [IA include much potiery from the 6" century and possibly even
later, as well as 4% and 5™ century material. Several pithoi and a number of millstones were found,
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as well as a slone vesscl” from Room 1. In general two phases of construction and habitation
may be seen in Seclor TIA; following the destruction of the first phase, various rencvations and
reconstructions were carricd out. Excavation in this area has raised a number of questions, e.g.,
ahout the direction and purposc of the paved street, that will be addressed in future investigations.

The Basilica

A major focus of investigation, since its chance discovery in 2008, has been the basilica church,
located on a sub-terrace, between (he northern and southern residential complexes.™ (Figs. 10,11)
This is the three aisle basilica seen in outline by Radojdi¢ and Mikul&i¢ but not vistble on the surface
by the 1990s. It is clear in retrospect that the church was located in the most disturbed area of the
northern terrace, where the pits and heaps of earth and stoncs left by gencrations of local inhabitants
searching fot brick, tiles, and usable architectural pieces made the arca cxtremely unattractive for
investigation.

In 2008 the space just east of the church was investigated (Trenuhos 35, 38, and 41), as well as the
cast end of the north aisle (Trench 37), the apse (Trench 39), and a section of the south aisle (Trench
40, The north wall of the church had been built over earlier, unidentified structurcs, The cast cnd off
the aisle was filled with heavy stone debris or possibly a deliberate stone packing, down lo the only
floor Ievel of beaten earth, ca. .70 m below the floor level in the presbyterium and south aisle,

The arrangement of the apse is relatively simple but shows unusual features. Within the apsc,
al a dislance of ca. 0.70 m from the inner face of the apse wall, a stone and mortar construction
was built, thus creating a ca. 0.70 m wide corridor, a kyklion, between the apse wall and the inner
construclion. Al the middic of the west face of the construction, two stone steps give access from the
presbyterium in{o (he construction in the apse. On axis with the steps and just east of them, a small
rectangular chamber, 2.10 x 0,80 x 0.90 m high, is located within the construction in the apse. This
tomb or crypt opens into the corridor.

The floor of the presbylerium consistcd ol a hard pray-white maortar with pebbles.

Lateral clergy benches constructed ol stone blocks demarcate the north and south sides of the
presbyterium. The southern one is beller preserved, at lcast at the cast end, where three steps remain
in situ. Because they blocked the entrance to the apsidal corridor, it appears that the clergy benches
belonged to a second phase or a renovation when the corridor had ceascd to function,

Determining the length of the basilica and its overall plan was among the primary goals of
excavation in summer 2009; although the 15 m wide structure appeared Lo be divided into a nave and
two lateral aisles, the arrangement of the colonnades and their supporting stylobates was not clear.
The clearance of the preshyterium and determination of its layout was 4 second major goal. Given
the apparent importance of the building and thus the need for its eventual complels investigation,
the third goal was to excavate as much of the nave and south aisle as possible in a scicntilic and
responsible fashion, Therefore three areas of the church were investigated in 2009: (he narthex and
anncx rooms at the southwest corner of the building (Trenches 44 and 48); the south aisle (Trenches
46 and 47), and the presbyterium (Trench 45).

Trenches 44 and 48 were excavated in order to define the west end of the church complex. The
initial lest trench placed in this area came down directly on top of a north-south wall that turned oul
{0 be the west wall of the first annex room (Room 1) to the south of the narthex. After it became
clear thal Trench 44 lay to the sooth of the basilica proper, Trench 48 was opened to the north. The
two trenches together revealed a) the southern end of the narthex; b) the entire interior space of

17 The slone vessel is now al the Musewn in Kratovo.
™ An aceount of the discoveries in tha church thraugh the 2009 scason is in press; see Snively C., forllicoming. For the sit-
uation at the end of the 201 scason, see Snively C., 2011,
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Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh .

Basilica an the northern terrace

10. Plan of the basilica, as ol the
o e, : end of the 2010 season,

1. View ol the central part ol the site from the acropolis, from south, at the end of the 2010 season. The
narthex and annexes of the basilica are visible at left, the northern residence at upper right.
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anncx Room 1; ¢) the northern end of a second annex room (Room 2) located south of Room 1,
including a prave; d) walls running west from the narthex and annex rooms, probably belonging to
an alrivm; and €) earlier walls and features below the floor level of Room 1. In Trench 44, below the
surlace layers, two deposits of debris and two separate layers of roof liles shawed the scquence of
collapsc of the building, above an accumulation of silty earth representing 4 period of abandonment,
A mortar Noor was preserved only in the southwest corner of Room 1 (at elevalion 349.94 masl).

The basilica measurcs 33 m in length, from the east face of the apse wall to the west face of the wesl
wall of the narthex, Given the intramural location of the church, the possibility of an atrium is nol surprising.

The purpose of Trench 46 was to define the east end of the south aisle. Disturbed areas were
noted, especially along the linc of the south wall of the aisle (Wall C6), where the layer of mortar
on the preserved top of the wall shows impressions of bricks; it seems likely that the upper part of
the wall was dismantled and the bricks removed in relatively recent times. A number of large cut
blocks were noted within the morfary debris that filled the aisle, down to a compact, darker brown
deposit with ashy intrusions and no debris, interpreted as the floor level, at elevation ca. 349.07
masl. A doorway was located in the cast wall of the basilica, in an nmsual position, at the north end
of the east wall, immediately south of the ania. A bench appeared at the north side of the aisle and
a feature, possibly a disturbed grave, in the southcast carner.

Tn contrast to the earthen floor at the easl end ol (he south aisle, a smooth wh1te mortar floor
was found further west in Trench 47. Approximalely 4 m west of the anfe beside the apse stands
the base of a built pier, 1.00 x 0.60 m; ca. 2 m further wesl a column basc marks the beginning of a
cofonnade. A similar pier was found at the north side as well.

Despite numerous pits dug by illegal excavators, Trench 45 in the presbyterium showed that
the chancel screen hase was entirely preserved together with at least the foundations for the lateral
clergy benches. (Fig. 12) A large hole marked the location of the altar, of whose [oundation only
the northern part was preserved; no trace remains of a space for a reliquary. An entirely uncxpeeted
discovery was the base of 2 small ambo within the presbyterium; a stone slab carved wilh a pcacock
in relie{ probably formed the side of the staircase of this ambo.

In 2010 excavation continued at the west end of the church and in the nave and aisles, Trenches
54 and 55 revealed the northern part of the narthex and an annex room to the north. A patch of
mortar floor with pebbles came to light in the central part of the narthex, in front of the main
doorway into the nave. A numbcr of architcctural blocks were found, including an impost block and
a column base on a pedestal.

Trench 50, located south of Trench 44 (2009}, revealed a massive terrace wall running east-west ca.
12 m south of the narthex; this wall marks the southern extent of the ecclesiastical complex. Parts of three
rooms have now been investigated in (he space betweoen the basilica and the terrace wall. A narrow section
at the north side of Room 2, with a cist grave, had beon investigated in 2009; continued excavation showed
that its north-south width was ca. 6 m, while the eastern end of the compartment has not yet been located. A
cache of iron tools came to light when a large stone block in the western wall was removed.

A doorway in the middle of the west wall of Room 2 led inlo room 3, of which only a narrow
strip along the east side has been investigated. A solidly built bench ran along the east wall, and
an unidentified feature occupied the southeast corner. The dimensions of the compartment, ca. 7.5
north-south, west of the line of the narthex wall, lead to speculalion aboul ifs purposc.

Fxcavation also continued in the nave and side aisles, west of the area investigated in 2609, in
‘Trenches 51 and 52. The floors in both aisles and in the nave were of gray-whilc mortar, damaged or
destroyed in places. Two column bases were found i sifu on the north stylobate, whilc three bases
in addition to the one found in 2009 came to light on the south stylobate. The intcrcolumniation
is ca, 2.20 m. The present condition of the stylobates that supported the colonnades dividing nave
Irom aisles suggests that a low wall may have been constructed between the columns at some point,
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12, The
preshylerium

of the basilica,
from the west,
2009. The hasce
of the small
ambo ig visible
toward the
lower right.

possibly screen slabs stood on lop of the wall. An unexpected [ealure was @ row of nicely worked
Iimestone blocks rurming along the inner side of each stylobate,

The most signilican! discovery in the nave so far is the partly preserved base of 4 large ambo, beside
the south stylobale, together with many pieces of the round stone slab that served as the floor of the
platform, and fragments of the sculptural decoration of the ambo, whose closest parallels are from the
ambo of the Rotunda. The evidence suggests that the large ambo had only one staircase, on the west side.

The construction of this church can be dated to the 6th century, and probably to the middle of the
century, although because of the small number of coins and the extremely sparse ceramic material,
that date 1s based on architectural sculpture and on the place of the basilica within the phases of
building in the lower city. Evidence for changes and renovation can be seen in the church; possibly
this basilica was constructed above an eatlier and smaller church. The central location on the terrace
suggests that the basilica is the main church of the city; the size of the city and the existence of at
least two substantial and unusual churches at the site point to it having been the seat of a hishop.

Conclusion

The investigations carricd out at the sitc of Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh, from 2007 to 2010, have
provided a morc detailed view of the anonymous, Late Antique city, although only a small parl
of the settlement has been cxcavated and {uture results could significantly change our present
assumptions, The possibility of a small 4 century scttlement on the terrace remaing a possibility,
but the cily probably cxpericnced its greatest grawth during the first half and middle of the 6%
contury, when buildings covered the entire northern {errace, which was surrounded by a [ortification
wall and was also protecled by the [orlress on the acropolis, perhaps with a garrison. The evidence
of destruction and rebuilding poinis Lo disaslers, natural or manmade, and aller a major catastrophe,
Lhe inhabilanis abandoned the terrace (or the safety of the acropolis.
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FOPAH CAHEB
HY Myaej Ha MaregoHnuja - Crornje

KAPOITWH C. CHAJBIII
letucBypr Koney - Tetucoypr

MWXAN CTOJAHOCKH
HY Myaej Ha MazegoHuia - Cxonje

NCKOMYBAHA HA CEBEPHATA TEPACA
HA MONEMO FPAOMIUTE, KOHYX, 2007-2010T.

peaume

Apxeononkior aokamrer Tonemo Ipammuire, Bo GmusmHA Ha Kpatobckoto ceno Kowyx e
TO3NAT BO APXE0JIOmKaTa jaBHocT 0 40-1ure rojsusy Ha MEHaTHOT ReK. CraryBa 360p 3a yTBpZeIa,
JOTHOAHTHYYA TPAACKa Hacen(a cO aKpOIOIa Ha BHCOK JOJNT PHN Koj ce uamura cca 100 M nam
Kpusa Peka, W JIBe TepacH Ha CeBepHara ¥ jy:xuara crpaHa of puaor. Cnopen M. Muxyrauk,
OBGj TPaJ, ¥0j Ce TIPOCTHPAT HA OKOMy 17 xekTapH, OHII BIOPHOT 1D TOJICMAHA AIMHHHUCTPATHBEH
nenTap Bo nposunngja Japramja, mo Cxymu. [leropara naeHTR(HKaIM]A © C€ YIITE BO AOMEHOT
HA TEOPMHTE, 4 CTIOPET €)HA o IIUB - ce paboTH 3a rpajger Tpanyuapa,

Bo Hemocpea 6AH31UHA Ha TOKATUTETOT, Ha okoeiry 200 M jy»KHO 04 IpafoL, ce Facla Dasumakara
poromna, atrpreHa ro 1938 roxuma. Hejsurara (opMa H JEKOPATHBHA APXKMICKTOHCKA TUIACTHKA
ce HPETCTABYBAHH BO mOBeXe HARPATH, Kaxo YHHKaTHH Ha Lankanckuot Iloayoerpos 4 BHCTHHCKH
APXATEKTOHCKH KyPHO3HTET HA PHMCKHMOT CBET. BO HM3BETNTAjOT 0 CIIOMENATOTO HCTPAKYBAE B
MOZIONHA, TIOP4j POTOHAATA CE CIIOMCHYBA NOCTOCHE HA YINTE €/iHa 0asHIHKa, NOMAPaHa HeKaJe
BO CPEIMINITHOT [l Ha CEBEpHara Tepaca, HemocToelmero Ha OHI0 KaKBH TPard ox OasuiHKa Ha
ceBeplaTa Tepaca HABeAYBAa Ha IIPETUOCTABKA JcKa HEJSHHHTE OCTaTONH OuIe pasieceHd Kako
rpajesken MaTepHjal of JIOKanHOTO Hacemennc. Celak, HEj3HHOTO OTKpHBame Oeile eden OX
mormBure Ha MysejoT 1a Makenonnja 1 konenor , JerucOypr', 3a npoaomicyBame Ha 308 THHUKHOT
TOATOPOYER HCTPAKYBAYKH IMPOEKT HA UBQ] JIOKA IMTET.

IipoGHuTe WCTpaxcyBama Ia ceBepHara Tepaca Bo 2003 roguwea janoa MoOIIHEe HHTEPECCH
HOZATOK CO KOj HANIATE TIPETHCCTABKH 33 XPOHONOIHjATY, ONHOCHO KOHTHHYHTETOT Ha PAasBOjoT
Ha TPasioT O] PHMCKOTO Bpeme - He Gea morBpuenu, Mmeso, o npolGumre congm 2 U 15 BO
CCBCPHHOT JIe7 Ha MAATOTO, BeALT IO ZOHOAHTHIKHOT KY/ITYPEeH Cloj Oca OTKPHEHH OCTATOIH
0l HCOMATCKA Hacen6a, Jloxarmjara Ha PAMCKATA Hacen0a, 33 UHe LOCTORC CBEA0IAT TPoboRH 1
HATUMCH OTKPHEHH NP SaIITHTHUTE HCTPAXYBAILa BO 1995 rofnua, He € 103HaTa HO HECOMHEHO
€ BO QUIMCKAIa OKOIHHA Ha ToxanATeToT. CKPOMIIETE aPXHTEKTOHCKE OCTALOUM, JICHOBH O YIHIH
¥ HEeKoJIKY 1'poGOBY BO CIIOCRATE HAJ JIOLIHOAHTHYKATA Hacea0a Ha CEBEPHOTO ILIAY0 CYTCPHpaar
HEj3UHO MUCLCIEHO HATTYIITAkE BO ACIHAOT VI BeK ¥ 3acONHyBamke Ha xuTeTe Bo OesbeyHocTa
Ha aKponosaia, ; ;

TIpBHTE ABE FOIMHK O CHCTEMATCKHTE ACTPAXKYBamha a CeBepHara Tepaca, 8o 2005 u 2006 1,
Gea Goxycupann Ha HCj3HHKOT cpemwmeH jaen. Ha Hajjyxnata cTpaHa, Ha caMOTO LOAHOXIC Ha
PUZIOT OTKpHEH € Aei Of cTaHbeHa YCTRPT o roMaiy Tpaab, koja Oemie uctpaxysana go 2008
roapna. Opranusauyjara Ha MaIHTe MPOCTOPHH € BO FPYIH MO ABE HIH CAMC e/Ha, IPHCTANuT MM
e 07 IIOLIEPOK IPOCTOP HA CEBCPHATA CTPAHA H /IR TECHH YIMTIKHA. MUOIITBOTO XKe/C3HY KIHHOBH,
TEronH 3a paz0oj, MUTOCH, MENHHIW H APYTO ja MOTBP/IyBaaT XHIIOTe3aTa Aekd cTaHysa 3bup 3a
craubenH i cKIaAMIHH rpajiyu KOH BCPOjaTHO RKIYHYRANE H Maiy PaOOTHIRMIMA B IPOCTOPHH 32
qyBaiLe Ha Xpana. CEBEpHO Off 0BO] KOMITTEKC rPa 16 6ea OTKPUEHH CETMEHTH Off Y/IWLIH H CICMEHTH
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on, ronem oOjext — Cesepra PC3UiCHEIN|a, CO OIIyC Ha TPasidaTa o BHAHO TIOBUCOK KBAJMTET, Of
00paloTer KAMEH BP3syBaH ¢O BapoB ManTep. MCTouEmROT SI Ha 0rROj 06jeKT e (haTen Bo J0IKHIA
ol 16.5 METPH KOH CEBCP, AOUCKA JYKHHOT ¢ co AoKEHa off 11.5 merpu. OTkpHennuTe BAe30BH
Ha CEBEPHATA CIPAHA CE CBPICHM KOH BHRIPCIICH ABOP CO KOIOHAJH, YHE UCTPOKYRAMRE € BO TeK.
Tonemuuara Ha CeBeprara pesHACHLfR, OLYCOT, OCTAaTOOHTE OJf TOITONYRAME CO KAMEHH TIII0YR
BO MPOCTOPMUTE, H MHULLITEGIO NBHKHM HAouH, Mcly KoH ocobeHo (parMenTiTe O/ MPO30NCKO
CTAKT0, ja BOOGIMYBAAT LIPETTCTABALY 34 BAKHOCTA HA 0BO] 00JCKT.

HerpaxyBama Gea 3an0uHaty W KOH MCI04HALa Crpana Ha TepacaTa (Cexrop 1l-a) kane mito,
CIIOPER SOHA CTAPa ABROHCKA CHHMKA HA TEPeHUT BMAIMBH CC KOHTYDH Ha ancujganna rpanba. Bo
TekoT 11a 2007 r 2008 roguna opae Geitte OTKPHEH Ae) O PU3HACHIE]aNCH 00]CKT CO JIRC TIPOCTOPHE
W el Off YIIMIIA OF HETOBATA jYAHA ¢Tpada, Bo npoctopHjara 1 BRUMARKCEO o IIPARICIC 3aTPajieH
HEea Of NPOCTOPOT, BO PaMKH HA KOj © IpofHA KOHCTPYKUMZ OA upasoarclHy ImodH. Mcrara
mpunara na nocieanara gasa xa odjexror, Haomure on 0Byj cexrop, Mel'y KOM HCKOUKY HETOCH H
menmHd aatupaar ox IV no VI pek.

Crre oTkpres rpaidby Bo NaBe/IellTe CeKTOPH CE Of PE3HACHUM]ANEH KAPAKICD, GO HOUO0BH
o1 HaBHena 3eMja | MIIOTY PETKO IMOMNOTEITH CO KaMeHH ITECHH, B0 KOHCTPYKIMJATH HY SHUOBHIC
e KkopweTeH RapoB Mantep. Morpaxypamara Jafoa 3IaUajHH [OZATOMH 34 XPUHOUOLMjara Ha
MOKANWTETOT, 34 TpasenauTe dasu 1 zorpandure, 110 U 32 ypbanuzanyjarta Ha FPajoT Kuja He I'n
coesE npuHInETe Ha PAMckaTa ypdanmiayona mema.

Bo 2008 toyusa, ToKMY TOMery jVAHEOT Pe3BIeTHjazell KOMIUIEKC H CeBePHaTa PE3HACHIHM]A,
KOHCYHO DOETHe aTKpreHa MuCTeproaHara Tpukopabua Hazmmuka. Mo 2010 roguma dea yTBpAeHH
HCJ3MHUTC FHMCHIMH, KOW m3HecyRaaT 15 x 33 M, O caMrOT MOMETOK HCTPAXKyBalLaTta MoKaskaa
ACKA CraHyBa 360p 3a HCKIYUMTEISH 00jSXT CO ROHCTAHTADTHH aPXHTEKTOIICKH pewenyja. Taxa,
ALCHAALA ¢ CO KHATPCIICH KOPHAOP — KHKISOH I MONTYKPYHHA KOHCTPYRITA)A BO KOja € MPaBoarollla
IpOCHHMUE ML KPUIFLA OTBOPCHA KOH KOpHIOPOT. KopabHTe e H3ROSHH CO KOMORAIA CO TapaITeTIIH
LLAOMH. LIOMERY CronQoBHIC, HO HA|3HATAJHO OTKPHTHE C& CEKAKO COMYRAHHTE OCTATOIH Ol AMBOT
nokpaj Jyaunor crunobar, BEucMeHI#IC 0 aMEOHOT M, IPCH c¢, BHRHATA ASKOPANHjA WMaaT Haj-
OIHCKA aHANOIH]a o amMBosOT oy Poronpara.

OBaa GazuiMKa © JATHPAHA BO cpeduuara 1a VI Bok. Buyomxure pcHOREPARA H AP, TPASKHN
HHTEPBEHUMH CBEAOUAT AeKd GLiA HIONMIHATE BP3 HOCTAPA LPKBA, 3 HC]3MHATA [ICHTPATHA TIA3HITHja
IIa Tepacara Cyrepupa Acka cTanyBd 300D 34 LI4BHATE LUPKEa BO rpaavr. Mmajka ja BEpeoBmm
TIETOBATA TOMEMHHAA H TIOCTOCHETO IBE PENPE3CHTATHEHH UPKEY BO PUMKMIC HA HCIOBIIC 1I'PAHHMITE
Ie € HCKIYHSIIo AeKa OBOj BEMO3HAT Tpa 01 B CEQHIITE HA EIHCKOLL
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