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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS ON THE ACROPOLIS OF
GOLEMO GRADISTE, KONJUH, KRATOVO!

L The site: location, description, history of investigation

The archacological site of Golemo GradiSte is located ca. 40 km east of Skopje, near the village
of Konjuh, at the western edge of the administrative district of Kratovo. The name of the site in an-
tiquity is not known.? Situated within a mining region, the city stood near a Roman or Late Antique
road that led from Scupi to Pautalia and Serdica; it was probably located near the eastern edge of
the province of Dardania,

The fortified acropolis of Golemo Gradisic rises ca. 100 m above the Kriva River to a height of
ca. 440 masl. It divided the ancient city into two parts: 1) a gently sloping terrace between the north-
ern foot of the acropolis and the river, and 2) a long east-wesl space on the south side of the acrop-
olis. The 6th century Rotunda church stood ca. 200 1 to the south of the city, while a small church
of similar date, located ca. 300 m northwest of the site in a cemetery area, sheltered a large vault-
ed tomb. Other necropoleis have been identified around the site. The roofiess, one-aisle, medieval
church known as Sveti Djordje still stands, located nearly 300 m southeast of the ancient city.

In so far as the history of investigation is concerned, the first major publication was that of
Svetozar Radoji¢ in 1952; his survey of the site and detailed study of the Rotunda church provide
information about many features of the church no longer in existence.® In the early 1970’s Ivan
Mikuléié surveyed the site and discussed a number of its archaeological features,* as did Viktor
Lil¢i¢ two decades later.® Borka Dragojevié-Josifovska collected the inscriptions from the vicinity
and published them together in 1983.°

' I wish to thank the Macedonian Archacological Scientific Socicty (MAND) not only for inviting me to present a
paper al its meeting in Gevgelija in 2004 but alse for clecling me an honorary forcign member of the Sociely at that
meeting. Thanks are expressed as well to Geltysburg College for its support of the project at Konjuh throngh a sevies of
Research and Professional Development grants and lo Dumbarton Qaks for funding for the 2000 season.

FLilgi Vi, 1990-91, 33-47, concluded that it was probably Tranuj Only epigraphical evidence - of which relatively
little has been recorded at the site - will answer definitively the question of the identification of the city.

* Radojéic 8., 1952, 148-167; his article is based on exomination of the site in 1938, As the church and its architectural
sculpture in particular became a topic of scholarly interest, other publications appeared; Nikolajevié Stojkovié I., 1957,
49-50, 91; Petrov K., 1957-58, 31-45; Hoddinott R. F,, 1963, 220-226; Petrov K., 1970, 271-302; Aleksova B., 1996,
184-185; Didrova 1., 2007, 149-178.

* Mikmigié L, 1973, 179-182; Mikuléié 1, 1974, 207-208; Mikuléié L., 1975, 122-130; Mikuléié 1., 1996, 223-226;
Mikulgié 1, 1999, 211, 229, 232, 320-322, 358-361.

* Liltié V., 1990-91, 33-47.

f Dragojevié Josifovska B, 1983, 177-180,
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In 1988 Zivojin Vingi¢ from the Republic Institute for Conservation (RZZSK) directed a proj-
eet focused on the eventoal conservation of the Rotunda.” The planned construction of the Skapje-
Sofia railroad line led in 1995 to emergency salvage excavations directed by Milan Ivanovski of the
Republic Institute for Conservation (RZZSK) in the cemetery area of K’la across the river from
Golemo Gradidte and the discovery of a number of prehistoric and Early Roman burials as well as
a small Early Byzantine church associated with a large vaulted tomb.®

The project entitled “Archacological Investigation at Konjuh” is an international project spon-
sored by Gellysburg College in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, USA, and the Museum of Macedonia in
Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. Afler a brief pilot survey project in 1998,° excavations began on
the acropolis of Golemo Gradidte in 2000' and continued each summer through 2004." in 2005
systematic excavation began in the lower city, on the northern terrace of the site, and is continuing.'
This report provides a brief description of the Justinianic fortress on the acropalis® and a summary
of the project excavations on the eastern plateau of the acropolis.

IL The acropolis and its fortifications

The lines of the defensive walls that protected the lower city are visible on the surface. (Fig. 1) A
substantial wall marks the northern edge of the northern terrace beside the Kriva River; that wall con-
tinues around the east and west sides of the terrace and climbs toward the acropolis. On the south side
of the city, a fortification wall ran along the top of the low ridge, sometimes known as Malo Gradiste,
that marks the southern edge of the city; other walls can be traced along the cast and west ends of the
southern section of the site. In other words, the city as a whole was heavily fortified.

Fig. 1. Golemo Gradiste, from the north, 2005

* See the report by Vingié et alii in the archives of the Institute for Conservation,

& See the briel note about the burials: Ivanovski M., 1996, 185, The church and tomb have net been conserved or
published, but a publication is scheduled to appear in a book on Konjuh now in preparation.

?The project was co-dirccted by Kiril Trajkovski and Carolyn S. Snively; staff members included Virginia Anderson
Slojanovié, Miga Milojevié, Pasko Kuzman, Dande Golubovska, Anica Georgievska, and Margarita Alanasovska.

0 Shively C., 2002, 293-302.

" The project was co-dirccted on the American side by Carolyn S. Snively and on the Macedonian side by Dragi
Mitrevski, Dragida Zdravkovski, and Goran Sanev in dififerent seasons. In addition to the directors, stafl members
belween 2000 and 2004 mcludcd Mivoslay Dimovski (2000-2004), Danée Golubovska (2000-2002), Virginia Anderson
Stojanovié (2000, 2003, 2004), Voislav Sanev (2001-2003), Mihail Stojanoski (2002-2004), Charlotte Maxwell Jones
(2002-2004), James Preston (2002), Elena Kanzurova (2003-2004), Biljana Kufojanakis (2000, 2003), Nikos Causidis
(2001), Stanka Petkovska (2004), Derick Haln (2001}, Joln McMullin Bailey (2002), Meredith Wiggins (2004),
Aleksandar Trajkovski (2004), Mima BoZinovska (2004).

12 The excavations on the northern terrace will be discussed in a future report,

3 For a more detailed description of the fontified acropolis, see Snively C., 2006, 229-244,

336



Maced. acta archaeol. 18

Virginia Anderson-Stojanovié's analysis of the ceramic material excavated on the acropolis be-
tween 2000 and 2004 and comparison with material excavated on the northern terrace in 2005 and
2006 led to conclusions about chronology as well as function of the two areas of the site, Although
carlicr pottery has been found on the acropolis, the bulk of the material poinis to the second, third,
and last quarters of the 6th century as the period of infensive Late Antique occupation. Thus it ap-
pears likely that the fortress was established in the second quarter of the 6th century and was part of
the Justinianic fortification or refortification of the empire. Occupation on the acropolis, punctuated
by destructions and rebuildings, continued until the end of the 6th century or the early 7th century.

Excavation on the northern terrace has not yet answered definitively the question whether or
not an carlicr Roman settlement once stood somewhere on the terrace. But the Late Antique settle-
ment had been established already during the 5th century; in the arca now under excavation near
the northern foot of the acropolis, buildings began to appear during the second half of that century.
Therefore we may conclude that the Justinianic fortress on the acropolis was constructed within an
already cxisting city.
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Fig. 2. Plan of the fortress on the acropolis of Golemo Gradiste. Plan by C. Snively

The acropolis of Golemo Gradiste consists of a long, narrow ridge, whose highest point at ca.
440 masl is ca. 100 m above the level of the Kriva River. Access to the summit of the hill is impos-
sible in some places, e.g., the sheer easiern face and the clifls above the river at the west, and difli-
cult elsewhere. In antiquity as well as today, the visitor could reach the top of the hill on foot, pos-
sibly on a denkey or a horse, but not in a wheeled vehicle.

The terrain of the acropolis probably taxed the ingenuity even of Roman mililary engineers
accustomed to creating fortifications on inhospitable sites. The product of their work was a tri-
partite fortress. (Fig. 2) The eastern part of the acropolis ridge consisis of a plateau (C on Fig.
2), ca. 150 m long cast-west, that slopes down to cast and south; our investigations on this pla-
teau will be described below, West of the plateau, the terrain rvises to the high point of the acrop-
olis and to an area (D on Fig. 2), ca. 110 m long east-west; the sloping southern face of the hill
displays a labyrinth of rooms, streets, water channels, staircases, and other features quarried
from or carved into the bedrock.™ (Fig. 3) Along the northern face of the acropolis ridge, be-
side but several meters below the level of plateau C and the upper part of section D, a long, nar-
row terrace (A on Fig, 2) runs for ca. 250 m, from the eastern end of the acropolis {o a point ap-

"1 1n 1998 a test trench toward the southwest comer of Section D had brought to light the rock-cut foundation of a
room. The debris from the roof and the built walls that once rested above the foundations covered the leveled bedrock
floor; smashed ceramic vessels on the floor could be dated to end of Gth or early 7th century.
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2

Fig. 3. Part of the southern face of the central scetion D of the acropolis; from the south. 2005

proximately even with the west side of scction D). Test trenches on this terrace revealed closely
packed, small buildings.

A gate, perhaps a postern gate, is visible in the bedrock wall that forms the western edge of sec-
tion D and of the fortress as a whole. Excavation on plateau C revealed a gate on the south side of
the plateau and a paved street leading north info the fortified area, Traces of a staircase cut into the
bedrock of the acropolis al its southeast corner, together with a rock-cut path running high across
the east face of the ridge, point to access at the cast end of the acropolis, although an actual gate has
not yet been found.

II1. Excavations on the acropolis, 2000-2004

Investigations during these five seasons were concentrated on the eastern plateau C of the acrop-
olis. (Fig. 4) Four test frenches dug on the northern terrace during these years will be discussed in
a future repott on the continuing, systematic excavations in the lower city on the terrace. Tn 2000 a
rock-cut room at the east end of section D was investigated bricfly,”® and in 2001 two tests were dug
on Terrace A. In 2002 a test trench was excavated on the slope below section D; no architectural re-
mains came to light.

Perhaps the most significant discovery concerning the eastern plateau is that it was an artificial
creation. Before the establishment of the fortress in the 6th century, the eastern part of the acropolis
ridge would have appeared as a gentler version of section D, i.c., bedrock cliffs along the north edge
and shallow fill over bedrock south of the clifTs. In order to create a relatively level space, the upper
portion of the cliffs was quarried away, and the resulting bedrock platform was configured to make
foundations and rooms. Construction ofa refaining and fortification wall determined the south edge
of the plateau. This wall runs in a straight line for much of its ca. 150 m length but curves at its east
and west ends, no doubt in order to follow the sloping terrain. The plateau slopes gently down to the
east and south; its width varies between ca. 15 and 28 m.

15 Of the areas investigated so far, this was the only one with stratified material later than Late Antique.
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Fig. 4. Plan of the eastern plateau C of the acropolis of Golemo Gradi3te, showing rock-cut rooms and features

at the north and the fortification wall along the south side. (Plan by C. Snively, based on a plan of the acropolis

by . Preston, 2002, with contributions by D. Golubovska, C. Maxwell-Jones, and B. Kufojanakis) The plan is
incomplete, and some delails imay be inaccurate

Because the eastern plateau was formed as described above, its northern side shows either rock-
cut foundations, visible on the surface or concealed by shallow fill, or scanty remains of walls rest-
ing on bedrock. Toward the south side the carth is deeper; in places the fortification/terrace wall
retains as much as 2 m of stratified deposits against its inner face, and rubble walls are preserved
within those deposits. Toward the east and more steeply sloping end of the plateau, erosion has left
relatively shallow fill over the bedrock.

Sector IA was located at the west end of the plateau.'® On the slope bridging the plateau and
section D to the west, the rock-cut foundations of a structure, perhaps a house, came to light.”” The
fill within the building had washed in from above and therefore provided no evidence of function
or date. Two separale phases may be discerned in the rock cuttings; it seems likely that in the first
phase walls built of rubble and mortar rested on the bedrock foundations and the roof would have
been of tile. A series of round cuttings in the floor has been inferpreted as evidence for a second
phase of construction and probably points to a flimsier structure supported by wooden posts.

East of the foundations described above, two imporfant structures were excavated. The first one was
a large building that had stretched across most of the width of the plateau.'® The northern and better pre-
served portion consisted of three rooms, ¢a. 9 m in north-south length. (Fig. 5) The western room was
3.6 m wide and ended in an apse at the north end. Tts floor was preserved; a packing of small stones
served as a bedding for two circles of small limestone slabs, white and gray, around which the back-

16 Excavation was conducted in Sektor IA by D. Golubovska (2000, 2001), M. Stojanoski (2002, 2003), and E.
Kanzurova (2003, 2004). C. Maxwell Jones dug a test trench in 2005. Information and conclusions presented here are
based in part on the season reports written by the trench supervisors.

7 This structure does not appear on Figure 4.
& D). Golubovska will publish a more delailed report on this building in the book now in preparation.
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Fig. 5. Sector 1A, the northern
part of the administrative or
residential building; from the
south. 2000. The partially
excavated, middle room
appears to the right of the
western room

ground was filled in with fragments of roof'tiles. The middle room was 4.0 m wide and displayed a floor
of leveled bedrock; mortar and fmgmenh of brick filled in the spots where the bedrock appeared at a
lower level. A hearth ca. 1.2 m in diameter had been cut into (he floor near the south end of the room.
The east wall of the building is known only from a fest trench; the width of the eastern room was ca.
2.5 m and thus the overall width of the building was near Iy 13 m. Two phascs of cunsu uction were vis-

ible. A narrow alley apparently separated this build-
ing from another structure ca. 1.3 m to the cast.
The walls in the southern part of the building
had been robbed out and were very poorly preser-
ved despite the greater depth of earth.’” The scanty
remains have been interpreted as a vestibule for the
northern rooms and a courtyard with a water basin,

A street apparently ran between the south side of

the building and the fortification wall at the south
edge of the platean. The structure has been identi-
fied as residential or administrative on the basis of
its plan; none of the artifacts found within the shal-
low fill provided any indication of function.

The second significant construction was the rock-
cut cistern® located at the foot of the slope near the
north side of the plateau. (Fig. 6) Following its dis-
covery in 2001, the cistern was completely excavat-
ed during the following two seasons. At the top, the
dimensions of the cistern are ca. 2.5 m east-west by
ca, 3.5 m north-south. It increases in size toward the
bottom and thus shows in profile the shape of an ir-
regular truncated pyramid. The cistern is approxi-
mately 5 m in depth. Two depressions in the floor
have been interpreted as settling basins,

R

Fig, 6. Scum IA Ihc:ock cut cistern; from the
south, 2003

1% 1n 2003 a test trench located to the east of the southern part of the building revealed a similar situation of very poor

preservation of remains within shallow fill above bedrock.

# A detailed description of this cistern is provided in this volume by Mihail Stojanoski, who is studying the issues

of water supply at the sile,
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The upper halt of the cistern held a very mixed fill that
included fragments of brick and tile along with stones in
carth; this deposit has been interpreted as a deliberate fill-
ing in order to level the tervain, Beneath the mixed fill,
worked stone blocks began fo appear and filled the lower
half of the cistern except for a deposit of silt al the very
bottom. Roof tiles and bricks were found along with the
stone blocks, which included fragments of a perforated
screen slab or slabs, picces of a basin, two broken well
heads, and pieces of a column. The most plausible ex-
planation for the presence of the blocks in the lower half
of the cistern is that they belonged to a covered foun-
tain house built above the opening of the cistern. One can
imagine a well head, a parapet, and a porch supported by a column or two, all within the fountain
house. When the building was destroyed, most probably by an earthquake, its walls and roof fell in-
to the cistern. The 6th century inhabitants of the acropolis decided (perhaps wisely, in view of the
effort if took our project fo remove the carth and blocks in 2002 and 2003) not to clean out the cis-
tern for re-use but instead filled it to the top with debris and thus leveled the terrain,

The deposit of silt found at the very bottom of the cistern and in the two seftling basins included
a large amount of material: several broken but complete or nearly complete ceramic vessels; several
bronze and iron vessels, all unfortunately in a very bad state of preservation; three lead lumps; three
stone vessels of varying size; several fragments of marble; and a complete lamp (Fig. 7).

How the acropolis of Golemo Gradite was supplied with water has been a question under con-
sideration since the beginning of our project. No natural source of water exists on the acropolis at
present, and there is no evidence to suggest that the situation was different in antiquity.*' Evidence
suggests that the lower city was well supplied with water.?? But, although in theory the Romans had
the technology to lift water to the top of the acropolis of the site, we have no evidence that they in
fact did so. The issue of waler supply remains to be resolved.,

A stretch of fortification wall 16.5 m long was uncovered at the south side of Sector IA in 2003
and 2004. The average width of the wall was 2,10 m; its inner face was preserved as high as 1.60 m.
A tower, 4.75 m x 3.60 m in exterior dimensions, abutted the outer face of the fortification wall. A
layer of tiles and tile fragments in mortar paved the floor of the tower, and morlar covered the fac-
cs of the walls; they suggest that it was modified for some other purpose in a late phase, A small
room occupied the corner west of the tower and beside the fortification wall. The outer face of the
wall, where it forms the north side of this room, shows evidence of damage and repair or possibly
evidence of the east side of a gate or other opening once located here and later filled in, A piece of
north-south wall, found in a 2003 test trench, abuts the inner face of the fortification wall and may
represent a new arrangement after the closing of the hypothetical gate.

Fig. 7. Lamp found at the bottom of the cisten in
Sector 1A, 2003

Sector 1B was located roughly midway between the west and east ends of the plateaun.” It orig-
inally siretched across the north-south width of the plateau, with a drop in surface elevation of ca.

M { peal ramors about & tunnel that leads from the acropolis down to the Kriva River should perhaps not be dismissed
out of hand, given the amount of landforming that was carried out lo create the fortress on the acropolis and the relative
ease of quarrying the soft bedrock. But if it exists, one would expect the villagers, who know every nook and cranny of
the site, to have found the entrance by now.

2 Anagueduct apparently entered the lower city at the east gate (personal communication from Zvonimir Nikolovski)
and a second aqueduct was discovered and destroyed during plowing some distance to the south of the site (personal
communication from Bosko Tasevski, a native of Konjuh).

B, Snively supervised excavations in Sektor 1B during the 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003 seasons, In 2004 C. Maxwell
Jones supervised a trench at the east side of the sector,
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1.5 m from north to south. Excavations here in 2000 revealed for the first time the terrace and for-
tification wall that protected the south side of the plateau; a gate within that wall came to light the
following season.

At the north side of the sector, bedrock foundations outlined a space with a shallow northern
apse. Within the room, under 0,10-0.15 m of fill, a floor of small stones in packed earth covered the
uneven surface of the bedrock. To the cast of this room, two bedrock walls form a north-south cor-
ridor ca. 1.5 m in width that connects with two staircases cul into the cliff at the northern edge of
the plateau.

Approximately 5.5 msouth of the midpoint of the apse, the bedrock dropped abruptly. Excavations
in the central part of the platcan were inconclusive. A rough sloping surface, consisting of small
stones and tile fragments in beaten carth, a type of kaldrma, appeared over much of the area not
far below the modern surface. At the west side of Scclor IB, the kaldrma covered a deposit of de-
bris with large stones, under which a scgment of an cast-west wall, ca. 0.5 m high, rested on bed-
rock. Further east, along a line between the gate at the south and the rock-cut corridor at the north,
also under a rough surface or kaldrma, several walls were preserved only a course or two in height.
Along the cast edge of the sector, the kaldrma covered a possible earlier pavement of stone slabs
and sialler stoncs.

More substantial architecture appeared along the south side of the plateau. The fortification wall,
2 m wide and built of roughly worked stones in lime mortar, was uncovered for a length of ca. 17
m. A gate in the fortification provided access (o the plateau and to a paved sireet that led north into
the fortress. Rooms had been constructed against the interior face of the fortification wall on both
east and west sides of the street. Outside the wall, a tower guarded the east side of the gate. On the
west side, a retaining wall and a wall running parallel to the fortification formed a small courtyard
outside the gate.

On the inside of the wall and west of the gate, a layer of large and small stones appeared just un-
der the modern surface; they did not extend to the line of the fortification wall, which was not vis-
ible at that level. Ca. 6 m west of (he gate, against the inner face of the fortification wall, a patch
of the characteristic surface of small stones in packed earth appeared, onto which stones from the
wall had fallen. With the exception of the features just deseribed, in the area above the street and
the room west of it, the deposits above the sireet and the floor level within the room consisted of de-
struction debris. They included 1) a number of large, roughly cul stones, most of which were found
close to the fortification wall; 2) numerous stones of all shapes and sizes; 3) mortar lumps and mor-
tar dust, mostly near the fortification wall, 4) carth of various colors, including concentrations of
yellow, orange, and red clay, which was interprefed as mud brick or terre pisé fallen from the up-
per part of a wall; 5) many fragments of roof tile and an occasional fragment of brick; and 6) trac-
es of burned wood,

A doorway led from the paved street into the western room. A second doorway had been broken
through the north wall of the room at some time afier its original construction. The western wall of
the room did not bond with the northern wall and was wider in the middle than at the ends, appar-
ently to accommodate a circular depression of unknown function found within the thickness of the
wall. The space north of the room was paved with the usual small stones in beaten earth; it may be a
street or alley running to the west or even an open arca. Above this surface, against the north face of
the north wall of the room, a foundation for a staircase had been constructed, which may have pro-
vided access above the room to the parapet walk of the fortification wall. Two or three stone slabs
for steps were still preserved at the west end of the foundation.

A smashed pithos came to light in the southeast corner of the western room. In addition to a sig-
nificant amount of poticry found on the packed earthen floor, bone objects and metal tools suggest
that the room might have functioned as a workshop. A test dug below the floor along the west side
of the room revealed bedrock at the north side but a deposit of debris in the southern two thirds.
A deposit of similar debris 0.90 m deep had appeared at approximately the same level outside the
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Fig. 8. Sector 1B, the steps oulside the gale, the

room to the west.

In this space west of the wesiern room, the lower
part of the inner face of the fortification wall was in-
vestigated, and a test was dug to a depth of ca. 0.60 m
below the bottom of the wall. Although bedrock had
appeared under the north side of the room ¢a, 2.5 m
distant, it was not found in this test beside the forti-
fication wall. A few Neolithic sherds appeared in the
carth around and just below the bottom of the wall,
but the last 0.30 m of the test was dug through ster-
ile soil.

Outside the fortification wall, three steps, each
construcled of several stone blocks, led up to the gate.
(Fig. 8) In fact, the highest step was located between
the built doorjambs that narrowed the west side of
the gate from 2.5 to 2 m in width, Immediately to the
north, two of the three stone slabs that once formed
the threshold were still in situ; the eastern slab dis-
played a ledge and several cuttings, but the equiva-
lent weslern block was missing from its mortar bed-
ding. A number of small stone slabs partially filled in
the space between the threshold and the inner edge of

gate, and the paved street; from the south. 2002  the gateway.

Beyond the gate, lines of larger stone slabs paved

the east and west sides of a street that sloped up gently to the north. (Fig. 9) Along the west side a
strip of paving 0,90 m in width continued to the end of the north wall of the western room, where a
column base stood. On the casl side, the situation was less clear, in part because the slreet was wid-
er than the galeway and a later wall had been built on top of the pavement. A single line of slabs ca.
0.70 m wide continued the line of the cast side of the gate to the north, but paving stones had cov-
ered an additional space cast of that line as far as a threshold leading into the eastern room. In addi-

tion to slabs missing here and there,
especially in (he northeast part of
the street, a strip ca. 1 m in width
down the center of the street held
no paving blocks. An eatlier street
level, of the usual stones in beat-
en earth, was visible where slabs
were missing. It is unclear whether
for some reason, perhaps drainage,
the central strip of the street had not
been paved with slabs or, for some
equally obscure reason, that strip of
paving had been thoroughly robbed
out.

A deposit of debris, which inclu-
ded stones, a large quantity of char.
coal, black and yellow clay from
mud brick or terre pisé walls, and
roof tile fragments, covered the pa-

f\’%‘&_‘

Fig. 9. Sector IB, the paved street and gate; from the north, 2002,

343



C. S. Snively, Archaeological Excavations on the Acropolis of Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh, Kratovo

1
1
t
Room B t
|
1
I

L
i e
L
[T 4
Om Im Sm

Sactor ID, Acropolls,
Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh

Hoith &

Fig. 10, Plan of Sector 1D, Plan by C.

Maxwell-Jones

344

ving slabs of the street and was found in the unpaved cen-
tral strip. Within this deposit appeared fragments of a pithos.
A second and distinet layer of debris, consisting of large,
worked stones in mortary and sandy earth, overlay the first
deposit. This sequence of deposits indicaies that robbing of
the paving slabs had occurred before the collapse of the sur-
rounding structures and that the fortification wall was de-
stroyed even later,

The discovery of a carefully carved threshold block at
the east side of the paved street and immediately beside the
inner face of the fortification wall suggested that a guard-
room might have been located here, especially since this
room once provided access to the tower outside the gate.
A relatively shallow deposit of large stones in a gray earth
with mortar was found north of the fortification wall in this
area east of the gate, and roof tiles were noted below and to
the north of that deposit. Unfortunately the wall built over
the east side of the paved street and the east-west wall that
bonded with it and marked the north side of the eastern room
were late constructions. They formed a room almost entirely
filled with a dense packing of large stones. The packing sup-
ported and protected two pithoi, fragments of which were
found in the spaces where they had stood. The reconstruc-
tion of this area east of the street for storage destroyed the
earlier arrangement of the eastern room to below its origi-
nal floor level.

A tower abutted the outer face of the fortification wall ca.
I m east of the east side of the gate. Its exterior dimensions
were 5 m east-west x 3.6 m north-south. A passage ca. 0.90
m wide, running through the wall, provided access to the
room within the tower; the entrance was off center toward
the east. No floor level was preserved within the tower,

Outside the gate on the west side, a sloping deposit of
gray earth was mixed with roughly worked blocks from the
fortification wall. It covered a layer of soft black earth with
evidence of burning and a significant amount of pottery that
included fragments of bread pans; a finger ring with a glass
setting also came from this layer. The next deposit consisted
of large and small debris with mortar; the irregularly-shaped
mortar lumps were remnants of masonry, from which stones
or bricks had been removed. The fortification wall was clear-
ly the source of this deposit of debris; it covered the pre-
served tops of several walls, which had once formed a court-
yard outside the gate.

A retaining wall located 5-6 m south of the fortification
wall marked and supported the south side of a small court-
vard outside the gate. Access to this courtyard might have
been possible from the east, beside the south face of the tow-
er, but the primary access was from the west. On the west
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Fig. 11. Sector ID, the small rock-cut room at the east side of the north end of the sector;
from the west. 2002

side of the gate, an east-west wall was located ca. 1 m south of the fortification wall; the reason for
a separate wall is unclear, although slumping of the south face of the fortification may provide an
explanation. A substantial wall resting against the north face of the retaining wall at its west end
formed a gateway into the courtyard. A visitor would have come up the south side of the acropo-
lis, probably along a ramp or a path with switchbacks, until he arrived at the west side of this exte-
rior courtyard. There he could be examined from the tower and from the fortification wall itself. A
bench along the west face of the tower provided seating where the visitor could wait until he was
admitted to the fortress.

Excavation in Sector TB clearly demonstrated multiple phases of construction, all of which must
have taken place within a period of less than a century, between the creation of the fortress in the
second quartet of the 6th century and its abandonment shortly before or after the end of that centu-
ry. The courtyard outside the gate was rearranged, the paved street and the gate show at least two
phases, the western room inside the gate was built above a deposit of debris, and a storage area com-
pletely obliterated the original arrangement of the eastern room, Outside the gate, the black ashy de-
posit provides evidence for habitation on a narrow sloping terrace, which rested on the debris cover-
ing the exterior courtyard. Inside the fortiess, the rough surface of stones and tile fragments in beat-
en earth that appeared in several trenches in the central part of the sector points to a large open area,
perhaps a public gathering place, in use during a late phase of occupation of the acropolis.

Sector ID, 5 m wide and ca. 22 m in length, was located ca. 20 m east of Sector IB.> (Fig. 10)

. Maxwell Jones supervised excavation here in 2002, 2003, and 2004, 1 have made use of her book ehapler in the
preparation of this report,
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It ran across the plateau from a rock-cut room (A) at the north to the fortification wall at the south
and was dug in a series of four trenches. At the north, two bedrock walls defined a space ca. 4 m
wide, which sloped down to the north. The floor preserved a varicty of cultings. At the south side a
smaller rectangular space had been cut more deeply into the rock; a hole cut through the bottom of
the south wall led into another room at a lower level to (he south. (Fig. 11)

In the next trench, two poorly preserved rubble walls rested on bedrock. Beneath a deposit of de-
bris, they defined the west and south sides of a space (B) whose floor consisted of bedrock leveled
here and there with stone packing and tile fragments. To the south of Room B, (wo-east walls de-
fined the south side of Room C. The entire excavated arca of Room C was filled with an ashy depos-
it of debris that included many fragments of ceramic storage vessels and cooking ware along with
pieces of glass, animal bones, and a badly corroded iron bowl. The top of the black deposit had been
tramped down as though it served as a walkway.

An apparent threshold led south and down into Room D, where a well preserved floor of small
stones in beaten earth appeared. From Room D a doorway led south into Roon E at a lower level. The
fortification wall formed the south side of the room, and a north-south wall divided the room from a
space on the west side of the trench that had probably been an exterior area. The finds in Room E in-
cluded three smashed pithoi and a stone vessel along with two carrings and a small bronze cup.

The fortification wall occupied the south end of Sector ID. It was ca. 2.4 m in width and had
been constructed of roughly worked stones and lime mortar. On the north, inner side of the wall,
appeared the lower part of an opening, 0.40 wide and smoothly mortared al the bottom. Only the
northern part of the feature is preserved, because the southern part of the wall was destrayed fo a
lower level. One tentative explanation is an arrow slit; archers used such openings for shooting ar-
rows from behind the protection of the wall.

In Sector 1D bedrock appeared just below the botlom of the inner face of the fortification wall,
but the bedrock sloped steeply to the south, so that the outer face rested on earth, Neolithic pottery
and many pieces of daub, i.e., the baked mud from wattle-and-daub construction, appeared in de-
posits just above bedrock on the inner side of the wall.

Sector IE was located between 1A and IB, along the south side of the plateau,” where well-
preserved archifectural remains were expected just inside the line of the fortification wall. Under®
a heavy deposit of debris, two walls defined the north and east sides of a room with a floor of hard
beaten earth. A large number of miscellancous small objects found on the floor, along with the re-
mains of ceramic vessels of all sizes including amphorae and pithoi, left little doubt that the room
had served in its final phasc as a storeroom or pantry. A small trench below the floor in the southeast
corner of the room revealed earlier strata, probably habitation levels.

Sector IE offercd two surpriscs. The first was damage to the east wall of the room and digging
around it that must have taken place afler partial destruction or abandonment of the building but be-
fore the deposition of the heavy layers of debris that completely covered the remains,

The second surprise was the missing south fortification wall of the acropolis. No trace of the
wall was found. What did appear was a bank of large loose stones and mortar in earth but with-
out an identifiable inner or outer face. A very hypothetical explanation is that the bank of stones,
mortar, and earth represents the middle part of (he fortification wall, between the north and south
faces built of stone blocks and mortar; the faces of the wall were destroyed, perhaps deliberate-
Iy robbed out for the worked stones or even bricks with which they had been constructed, while
the central fill of the wall survived to puzzle archacologists. Additional investigation in this area
might provide information about events during the final Late Antique phases of occupation on the
acropolis.

 Excavation took place in Sekior 18 only in the 2004 season; M. Stojanoski supervised the work.
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Fig. 12. Sector 1G, rock-cut room at northeast corner of the sector; from the west, 2004,

Sector IF was located between Sector ID and the east end of the acropolis, near the north side of
the plateau.®® A rock-cut room faces south, and a path and staircase east of the room give access to
a small plateau behind the room and to Plateau A below. The area of excavation sloped down from
northwest to southeast, and the fill was relatively shallow. In the southeast part of the sector, a large
pithos had been set into a cutting in the bedrock. A semicircular wall and a semicireular shelf cut in-
to the bedrock enclosed the pithos on the east, north, and west sides; the south side lay outside the
excavated area.

In the northwest part of the sector, the east end of a massive wall, 1.50 m in thickness, came to
light. Beside its east end stood a small semicircular niche with a tile floor. Cleaning of the path at
the northeast corner of the sector revealed a step, cut into the bedrock just beside the south end of
the east wall of the rock-cut room, that marked the upper end of the path. From there one had the
choice of continuing south toward the area of the pithos or turning sharply right and geing between
the semicircular niche and massive wall on the south side and the rock-cut room to the north.

Scctor IG was located at the east end of the acropolis plateau.”” The rock-cut foundations of what
appeared to be a tower mark the northeast corner of the plateau, and we assumed that a gate would be
located between that hypothetical tower and probably a second tower at the southeast corner. A rock-
cut staircase came to light a few meters south of the hypothetical tower. The fill over bedrock was very
shallow, and only very fragmentary remains were found over much of this sector.

The walls of a rectangular rock-cut room, ca. 4.5 m long and located west of the hypothetical
northeast tower, were visible in outline before excavation began. (Fig. 12) A rock-cut staircase led

# Excavation took place in Sektor IF only in the 2004 season; M. Wiggins supervised the work.
*As was (he case with Sektors IE and IF, Sektor 1G was excavated only during the 2004 season; C. Snively

supervised the invesligation,
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Fig. 13. Sector IG, the lower terrace; from south. Note forlification wall in foreground, upper
terrace wall at left and in background. 2004

down from the plateau into the southwest corner of the room, A deposit of debris within the room
consisted of stones that had fallen from a built wall that had once rested on top of the south bed-
rock foundation of the room. Beneath the debris and a thin layer of earth, a large square cutting oc-
cupicd the center of the floor.

In the southern part of the sector, fortification walls appeared. The east end of a wall, 1.65 m
wide, ran into the sector for a length of ca. 3 m. This wall ended abruptly, but a second wall, of sim-
ilar width but running cast at a slightly different angle, picked up and continued for a distance of at
least 7.30 m, Apparently it continued down the slope to the east and beyond Sector IG.

At the junction of the two fortification walls, stood the west wall of a towet, i.., the tower abut-
ted the south face at the west end of the eastern fortification wall. Its exterior dimensions were 5.25
% 3.90 m, and it was founded on bedrock. A layer of morlar, ca. 0.9 m wide and running across the
top of the fortification wall, marked the entrance to the fower. Lime morlar was used in the constiuc-
tion of the two fortification walls and the tower.

Afler the desiruction of the upper parts of the fortification walls, a retaining wall of stones and
earth was constructed along the south edge of the western one and across its east end; the retaining
wall continued north and then curved gently to the east as far as the edge of the rock-cut staircase
at the east edge of the plateau. Thus a terrace was created in the southeast corner of the plateau, at
some time after the destruction of the fortification walls. East of and below the retaining wall was a
level space (Fig. 13), whose floor was partly of smoothed bedrock and partly a surface supported by
a second terrace wall to the east. A Jarge amount of heavy debris of large stones and carth had fall-
en from the upper terrace onto the lower one; either the retaining wall ifself or substantial structures
on the upper terrace collapsed and fell onto the lower terrace.

Some heavy debris had fallen down the slope to the east of the lower terrace. The slope resem-
bled a terrace in that short irvegular lines of large blocks held the carth in place, At the bottom of
the slope and at the east edge of the excavated area, two small rooms had been partly dug into bed-
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Fig. 14. Sector IG, skeleton of

child buried above steps; from

: north. Note edge of step visible
R / 3 in foreground. 2005

rock, partly formed by built walls. The purpose of the rooms is not clear; they had been deliberately
filled with large stones and earth.

Along the north side of the slope, a staircase had been carved somewhat haphazardly into the
bedrock of the east end of the acropolis. Discovery of the burials of two children at the south edge
of the staircase complicated its excavation. Although the skeletons showed some disturbance and
were found under the debris on the slope below the lower terrace, they had not been killed during
the collapse of a building but had been deliberately buried.”®

To summarize briefly, our investigations on the acropolis of Golemo Gradiste have shown that
a fortress was constructed there in the second quarter of the 6th century within an already existing
Late Antique city. The eastern plateau was created in order to provide a relatively level space as part
of the fortified area.

The plateau housed a variety of structures and activities. The largest building investigated was
the administrative or residential one in Sector IA at the west. The significant amounts of slag found
in Sectors ID, IF, and 1G, along with the pithos in 1F, suggest that industrial activities as well as do-
mestic one took place in the smaller rooms of buildings on the eastern half of the plateau. Evidence
of storage of food, however, although most obvious in Sector 1E, appeared in almost all the inves-
tigated sectors, in late phases.

The fortification wall running along the south edge of the plateau unified the space it protect-
ed. The gate found in Sector IB served as the main entrance to the fortress and to the paved street
that not only divided the plateau into eastern and western halves but may also have given access to
a central assembly area.

This report has provided a summary of the architectural discoveries on the eastern plateau of the
acropolis. Analysis of the pottery, by Virginia Anderson-Stojanovic, and of the small finds, as well
as interprefations, will appear in future publications.

Carolyn Snively
Department of Classies
Gettysburg College,
Gettysburg PA 17325 USA
csnively@gettysburg.edu

2 One burial was excavated during the 2004 scason. The second one, found on the last day of excavation in 2004,
was excavated in 2005, C, Maxwell Jones supervised the removal of the skelelons and examined the boues in the field.
Her conclusions generally agree with those of Fanica Veljanoska, who will publish a report on these and other skeletons
excavaled at the site in the book now under preparation.
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KAPONWH C. CHUBENN
letucbypr Koney

APXEONOLWWKKM NCKOMYBAHA HA AKPOTONATA BO TONIEMO FrPAOULLTE,
KOHYX, KPATOBO
peaume

Apxeanomxnor nokaautet loneno I'paguiire e noumpan na oxony 40 xum nerouno on Cromje, po
Bmanna na cenoro Komyx, na sanaannor kpaj on omuruna Kparoro. Mvero Ha 0mHOaNTHYKHOT
rpaj Koj nexorai M JOUHPAH TYKA HE € NMo3HaTo. YTRPASHATA AKPONONA A OKANNTETOT ce Wa-
Jjuira na oony 100 m nan Kpisa Pexa i € na 400 meTpH HaAMOPCKa BHCOMHAA.

IpoexToT nacnosen Apxeorouku nempacysatsa Ha Koy e Melynapoaen MpoeKT croisopHpan
on, I'etncbypr koneyor so ernchypr, Ilencinsannja, CAJ[ n Myzejor na Maxenonnja no Ckonje.
Ilo xparkoTo conaupame Bo 1998, nckonysamara na akpononara so F'onemo I'pajmrre samouriaa
B0 2000 rommma 1 npogomkysaa cexoe neto cé no 2004 ronwma. Bo 2005 ropuna 3amodmnaa cicre-
MATCKH HCKOTTYRAILA HA JIONHHOT TPajl i Ce BO TeK.

Jonexa npaiiaibeTo 3a panopomackaTa Hacenba nONHPARA HA CEREPHATA TEPACA Ofi TPAJIOT OC-
TaHyBa OTBOPENO, JOHOARTIIKHOT IPajl BEKe MOCTOSN 3a BPEME Ha BTOpaTa MoXoBHHa 071 V BEK,
CIIopen IOKA3HTE Of KepaMiKa. 3a BPeMe Ha Bropata YeTBpPTHAA o VI Bek, Oima marpajiena TB-
PAHHA HA AKPOMONATA, WHj HEpAMEH TepeH AHKTHPAN TPOAERHO Ypenynamhe Ha smmnnTe. Mcko-
nysamara nosely 2000 i 2004 roauna dune doxycnpany fa 3aKOCEHOTO TAATO 1A HCTOYHATA
CTpana of1 aKkpornosnara.

MoxeGH HAj3HAYAHOTO OTKPUTHE IITO CE ONIHECYRA HA HCTOTHOTO MIIATO € TOA Jieka € BeITayKa
rpaada. Co 1ien jia ce Hanpank PenaTHBHO PAMHA MOBPIIHHA, TOPITHOT Je: o KaprTe Gea 1eKomani
H Aobuenara kamena cyDCTPYKIM]a OCMUCIEHA A CAYXH Kako Temenn i cobn. Hoceukwot 1 ot-
Bpambennor s ro opyupaar kpajurot pabd na nnaroro. Co HEKOMYBAM-ATA Ha IIATOTO OTKPHEHA
e nnaboka neTMeTapeKa HICTepHa N3/Iatena RO Kapna; rolen afIMHTIHCTPATHREN o cTaMben KoM-
nnexe Manu cobu it rpaaGit co HIAYCTPHCKH, MAraMICKI i cTaMOer QYHKINT maBna yInia 1
MOMKEH LEHTPANEH TLTOINTA/; M HEKONKY AeNOBH 07 oaGpaMBEHHOT SH CO KYITH H jyKHa TOpTA.

HckonannTe cTPyKTYPH BO AKPONIONATA JIOKAKYBAAT Ha TIOBEKeKPATHH (a3l Ha rpaserme | Ha
pyineihe 1 peHopupame. MOXHO € 1eKa XHRESHETO RO AKPOTIONATA MPOIONIKIIO Fia OJPEIENO HHRO
JLYPH H 1O ASAYMHOTO pyurerse Ha onbpambennor ana, TocneaniTe paspymysama Ha rpagbnTe Ha
aKpononara ce cay4mie na Kpajor Ha 6-0T BEK HIH BO panuoT 7 Rex.

Ilpeson:
3opan Pynuen

350



Maced. acta archaeol. 18

Bibliography
Aleksova B., 1996, Komyx: oneso Fpadunime, Apxeonouika Kapra 11, Cronje, 184-185.

Dragojevié¢ Josifovska B., 1983, luscriptions de la Mésie supérieure, V1: Scupi et la région de
Kumanovo, Beograd.

D¥idrova Lj., 2007, Art, Form, and Littrgy in the Rotunda at Konjuh, Ni§ and Byzantium V, 2007,
Nig, 149-178.

Hoddinott R. I, 1963, Early Byzentine Churches in Macedonia and Southern Serbia, London.
Ivanovski M., 1996, Kowyx: K 'wma, Apxeonouka Kapra 1, Cronje.

Lil§i¢ V., 1990-1991, Pascaysaina oxony youramjama na Tpanynapa, Kyntypuo Hacnencrso
17-18, Cronje, 33-47.

Mikul&ié 1., 1973, Anti¢ki gradovi kod Drenova i Konjuha u Makedoniji, Arheoloski Pregled 15,
Beograd, 179-182.

Mikul&ié L., 1974, Uber die Grosse der spéitantiken Stéidte in Makedonien, Ziva Antika 24, Skopje,
191-212.

Mikul&ié L., 1975, Joea bexnarenu doynoanmuyxy 2pada 6o Hemouna Maredonuja, 360pHHK Ha
Apxeonowxuror Myzej Cronje 6-7, Cronje, 122-130.

Mikul&ié 1., 1996, Cpeduogexoanit Ipadoau it Tepounu so Marxedonuja, Cxonje.
Mikul&ié 1., 1999, Aumuuku spadosu so Marxedomija, Cxonje.

Nikolajevi€ Stojkovié 1., 1957, Ranovizantijska dekorativna plastika 1 Makedoniji, Srbiji i Crnoj
Gori, Beograd.

Petrov K., 1957-58, Cmaypoderxopayuja 0d Koryx, 3Gopiuuk na Apxeonowmknor Mysej Cxoitje 2
(1957-58), Cronje, 31-45.

Petrov K., 1970, Pexoncmpyripia ia avdonom od pomondama eéo Kowyx, T30D 22, Cronje,
271-302.

Radojtié¢ S., 1952, Crkva u Konjulin, Zbormik Radova VizantoloSkog Instituta 1, Beograd, 148-167.

Snively C., 2002, Golemo Gradifte at Konjuh: Report on the Excavations in 2000, Dumbarton
Qaks Papers 56, Washington DC, 293-302.

Snively C., 2006, Golemo GradiSte at Konjuh, Republic of Macedonia: Prolegomena fo the Study
of a Late Antigue Fortification, Ni§ and Byzantium 4, Ni§, 229-244.

351




	MAA 18 Snively-1.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-3.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-4.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-5.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-6.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-7.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-8.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-9.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-10.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-11.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-12.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-13.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-14.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-15.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-16.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-17.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-18.pdf
	MAA 18 Snively-19.pdf

